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Annelies Pool is hosting a book launch for her first work of fiction titled Free Love this Sunday, which follows a 30-year-old woman's journey through addictions recovery in the North.

the early writing stages of
her book and received pointers from the author who has
written her own memoir
on addiction.

"I can't say how important
NorthWords has been to me
for hanging around with authors," said Pool. "One thing I've
learned is they say it takes a

community to raise a child but
it takes a community to write a
book too in many ways."
When asked what the
title of the book meant, Pool

replied, "Read the book.
Free Love has many levels
of meaning in the book and
I think that's all I'm going to
say about it."

My Name is Arnaktauyok: The Life and Art of Germaine Arnaktauyok
by Germaine Arnaktauyok
My Name is Arnaktauyok: The Life and Art of Germaine
Arnaktauyok by Germaine Arnaktauyok gives exactly what the
subtitle promises. There are autobiographic bits, some discussion of her inspiration and creative process, and description of
Inuit legends, all of which is interspersed with images of her
artwork.
Arnaktauyok's sentences are mostly short and factual. It's hard
to say why. One might be inclined to suggest that it's because
English is not her first language. Still, she had been forced at
residential school at a young age to learn English and I suspect
her command of English would be more than sufficient to
have spoken with more figurative flair and emotion. She does
state at one point that she's shy and she also comes across as
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quite pragmatic. Even as she describes how residential schools
had eroded the bond between her and her parents, it's told with
almost no editorializing.
However the artwork, painstakingly detailed and highly evocative, more than sufficiently balances out the text. Arnaktauyok
herself says at one point, "when I do artwork, I put a lot of emo-

tion into." It shows.
The book as a whole then is more than a sum of its parts. It speaks as much about the power of
art than it does of Arnaktauyok's own life. The beautifully intricate prints and sketches provide
an almost cathartic release to her words. Truly a breathtaking book. My Name is Arnaktauyok
is Ruth Bowen's pick for the upcoming Yellowknife Reads debates. Find out more about these
debates, including the other panelists and their books by checking out the library's website:
www.yellowknife.ca/ypl

